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Neavy withoot delay. Both officers and seamen
should ba eerly informed, not only what is the
rule of their conduct, but what penalty will be in-
curred in case of ite violation. The punishment
by whipping entered so largely into the code
heretofore existing since the foundntion of the
Navy, that its abolition has leftin the hands of au-
thority but few other sunctions than those of death
and imprisonment. And its simple prohibition,

apinion of the President was requested by a reso.
lution of the House of Heprezentatives at the last
session, and their report will be laid before you as
goon-a8 received.

Tle joiat board of officers of the army and navye
who have been engaged in the examination of
air Pacilic const with reference to harbors, {nmﬁ-
cations, lighthouses, navy yards and docks, s £x-
pected to finish its work ‘in the present month,

and filling in some of the low grounds, amaunting

to £9.400, all of which will bé necessary for the

protection gnd preservation of the public property.
DIHY DOCK AT BIROOKLYN, K. ¥.

This important work Had advanced so far to-
ward cpmpletion as to ndmit of the docking of the
17, & ship Dnle, on the Eth of Jannary, 1850, A
laree amount [of work hasbeen pecformed since
the 1st of October, 1249, and the last stone of the

Switzerland, late London packet, 14 years old,
557 tuns, hag been bonght for the Pacific trade ot
£18,000; and the bark Isabella Hyne, 2 or 3 vears

old, 300 tun
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stances only amilder alternative.

Thus, Article 14:

NG officer or privets In the Navy shall disobey the Tnvw-
£l ordurs of bie superior afficer, of strike him, or deaw ot
offer to druw or paike any wenpon against him, whileln the
exccutionof the duties of his office’, on paln uf death, or
such other punlihment us o Court-martisl ehall inflict

@ ArL 17, 3 wny person in the Novy shall desert, or shall

coant hins heen deferred until the roception of the
report of the board, and a personal conference
with the officers comprising it.

By virtue of the nut’i:uril:y conferred on the head
of this Department in the act of Congresd, ap-
proved September 28, 1850, to purchase American
watirrotted hemp inopen market, for the nse of

Iahior, but was successfnlly performed without ac.
cident; theiron fcating gate was completed and
delivered -at the dock by the contractor un the 1st
Janusry. The workmanship upon this zate re-
flects great credit opon the contractor, Henry R.
Dunham, Esr.
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It in munifest, therafpre, that in all guch caseas,
involving the sentences of Courts Martial, the re-
cent legislation has in no degree abated the se-
verity of the naval code.

But it wae probably the inflistion of this punish-
ment in asumwary way, by the order of the com-
mander of a ship, in which there had, doubtless,
at times been abuses, which was the principal

ficient inforinetion has yet been received to justity
purchisges of the quantity required:
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